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Rankin’s April Verch releases her latest CD, The Newpart
By Terry Fleurie

CD Promoted On Tour
The new recording will be
promoted during her large
release tour which begins
in the United States, makes
three stops in Ontario and
then moves overseas for
about a month.
“It’s called a release tour
,but we tour all the time
anyway, whether we have a
new recording or not,” she
said. “But usually around
the release, the difference
in the tours is we hit more
major cities, especially in
the States where you can
stop at NPR (National Public Radio) or Sirius satellite
radio.
“So it’s more strategic in
that way”.
The Ontario stops include
Toronto on April 30, Ottawa on May 2 and a closer
appearance for local fans
at The Neat Café in Burnstown on May 1.
“I haven’t played there
before, so it will be our
first time,” she said of the
Burnstown stop. “We were
looking for something
close enough to fit between
the Toronto and Ottawa
dates.”
The café owner in Burnstown had been requesting
her to perform the past few
years so when the opportunity arose this time, her
agent booked the show. The
performance in Ottawa is
part of an annual project
at the National Arts Centre
which features a different
province every couple of
years.
The majority of the tour is
overseas and includes stops
in Ireland, England, Austria, Germany and France.
“We’ve been touring over
there a lot more the last few
years especially. Not just
those countries but other
countries as well.
“Things are going really well there for us,” she
added. “It’s great playing
in North America, but touring full time for 15 years,
you reach a point where

you’re going back to the
same places and you really
want to be careful not to
overdo it.”
Getting a foot in the door
overseas was not easy, she
admitted, saying it required
a lot of hard work.
“It’s a lot of trial and error and it’s a lot of doing
it long enough and being
seen in different places
that they start to take
you seriously,” she said.
“We’ve also done a lot of
showcases there which are
music conferences where
presenters will come and
watch 30 acts who paid to
play for them.
“And if they like you,
they’ll book you,” she
added. “And getting radio
play and album reviews
in magazines there before
you’re booked all kind of
help to get gigs.”
She defines her sound as
traditional, saying the Ottawa Valley style is certainly
a big part of it, but not the
only traditional style she
incorporates.
“We play from a few different regions. We play a
traditional Swedish Polska.
We play Appalachian tunes
from the U.S. and we play
some country stuff, a lot
of which is traditional to
here too.
“And there’s old-time Canadian and Ottawa Valley
too, so it’s sort of a mix,”
she added.
They haven’t played anywhere overseas where that
style hasn’t worked. Their
success is a mixture of their
music and the performance
they give each night.
“We really love what we
do and it shows. I feel
whether it’s art or music or
writing, anyone who really
loves what they do, that
comes across and that’s
what connects with people,” she noted.
Ms. Verch is busy enough
to have two permanent
band members with her.
Cody Walters plays bass

and banjo while Hayes
Griffin plays guitar and
mandolin.
She loves returning to her
Valley roots. At this point in
her career, she has no plans
of slowing down.
“I look forward to this
more than ever,” she said
of her stop back home. “I
miss it and I also appreciate
it in a way that I don’t know
if I would if I didn’t travel
so much.
“I don’t take anything for
granted.”
She is grateful for the
support from her parents
over the years, saying it was
there when she was starting out and remains just as
strong today.
Fans have also been wonderful and as long as her
body takes the strain of
touring, she will continue.
She has no regrets about
pursuing her career.
Ms. Verch cannot say
there has ever been a defining moment in her success.
“It still feels like there are
certain things that happen
every year in your career
that help or take away;
there’s very much a give
and take like that constantly. Having said that,
having been raised here in
the Ottawa Valley and having the opportunities I had
growing up, helped a lot.
“I think I had a really
good base, as good as I
could ask for.”
She ran into Jon and Nathan Pilatzke of Eganville
at a showcase in New York
in January. Ms. Verch, her
sister, Tawnya and the Pilatzke brothers were part
of the well known Dueling
Dancers in the Valley in
their youth and a mural
depicting their act adorns a
wall on the Pembroke Memorial Centre. The brothers
have also gained international attention as members
of The Chieftains and with
their own The Stepcrew
show. She would like to
do a show with them some

time but their busy schedules make it hard to happen.
Asked what advice she
would give to a young
musician she replied they
must learn not only to play
well but how to perform
on stage. Plus they have to

learn how to deal with the
business part of the career.
A regular attendee at the
annual Old Time Fiddling
competition in Pembroke
when she is home, Ms.
Verch was unable to attend
last year’s competition but

she watched the tribute to
the late competition chair,
Jim Hickey online.
“It was beautiful,” she
said. “I sat at my computer
and cried.
“It was a huge loss, but
we’re lucky to have so

many people like that who
are so involved in the music
and so genuine about it,”
she added.
Ms. Verch’s new CD retails for $20 and can be purchased through her website
at aprilverch.com

International performer April Verch released her new CD entitled The Newpart on April 7. The title refers to
the new part
of her parents’ home in the Rankin area, which they added on the year she was born. It was
T:10.375”
the scene of many important family gatherings and where she spent a great deal of her time perfecting her
talents on the fiddle.
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Staff Writer
Rankin -- A local woman
known internationally for
her musical talents celebrated a milestone in her
career with the release of
her 10th CD yesterday.
The release of April
Verch’s latest CD, entitled
The Newpart on April 7,
just happened to coincide
with her 37th birthday.
The daughter of Ralph
and Muriel Verch, Ms.
Verch was at her parent’s
home near Rankin recently
enjoying a three-day break
from her hectic touring
schedule which sees her on
the road for 250 days a year.
The Newpart title refers
to the addition her parents
built on their Marsh Road
home the year she was
born.
“I’ve always practiced out
here and I’ve written a lot
of tunes out here,” she said.
“This is like the parlour, the
important things happen
out here -- family celebrations and gatherings, traditions and music.
“And those are the most
important things to me.”
One of the tracks on the
recording she wrote is also
entitled, The Newpart.
When it came time to title
the album, which usually
happens last in the process,
she and her band members
looked at the titles and lyrics to see if anything really
stood out.
“We started to realize that
the Newpart sort of ties everything together for me,”
she said.
The recording, like her
previous CDs, is a mixture
of fiddling, singing and
dancing.
She also incorporated a
new element to her dance
routine this year and it appears on one track.
“I don’t always wear the
taps on the shoes,” she
explained. “I use a leather
sole for some stuff and put
a little sand down on the
board, so as I’m singing it
sounds like the brush on a
snare drum.”
One other piece on the recording she wrote features
dancing only, which she
admits some people might
believe is more visual.
“I’ve always maybe included one track with dancing, but sometimes it can
sound like spoons or people
don’t know what it is. We
wanted to include it more,
because it’s such a big part
of our live show.”
The album producer and
engineer, Casey Driessen,
described as a musical genius by Ms. Verch, devised
a new way to record the
dancing segment and she
feels it captured the real
essence of the dancing.
“It really helped it to
sound like I wanted it to
sound,” she said.
The album was recorded
in Asheville, N.C last fall.
Rehearsals with Mr. Driessen began last January.
“We self-produced our
last few records and this
time we decided to have
an outside party again just
because we wanted to do it
differently.”
She met Mr. Driessen at
college in Boston. He is an
amazing performer in his
own right, she said.
Ms. Verch is quite happy
with the final product, adding it helped to have an independent producer around
this time.
“We’re around ourselves
as a trio so much, the benefit of it is we’re very tight,
but we’re also very close to
it. So having an ‘outsider’
listen to it was beneficial.”
They debut any new material live before they record
it to ensure their listeners
like it.
She wrote four numbers
for the CD which also includes traditional pieces
from different regions.
“This time we also researched back to the music
from the ’20s and ’30s,
from blues and vaudeville
and included three from
that era for something different and to stretch ourselves. It still feels traditional, it’s something we
can pull off as a string band.
“We didn’t want to do it
just for the sake of doing
it. We really wanted the
songs to have lyrics that
meant something to us,”
she added. “I think it’s important that it always comes
from a personal place.”
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